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Abstract 
The present study entitled “Embroidery- An embellishment on women’s wear was conducted in Jalandhar city. A random 
sampling was done to select sample of 30 embroiderers. An interview schedule was prepared to collect the required 
information which was tabulated and analyzed. Highest score was given to the most preferred feature and lowest to the least 
preferred. Then theses scores were summed and given ranks. It was observed that among the mode of embroidery, first 
preference was given to machine embroidery with hand work. In case of embroidery patterns, Bel pattern got the maximum 
score (94). Regarding type of embroidery motifs most of the respondent’s preferred floral motifs and cotton thread (score-
68) was given first rank among the type of embroidery threads. As far as sources of designs are concerned embroidery 
samples got the maximum score (S-96). In case of different materials used in embroidery sequins were the most preferred 
material with score 225, followed by stones (score-212). 
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Introduction 
Clothing is not only used to cover the body but is also a part and 
parcel of decoration as it includes painting, dyeing, printing and 
embroidery. Embroidery is one of the oldest forms of surface 
ornamentation of fabrics and garments. 
 
Naik1 discussed that art of embroidery has evolved from the 
process of plain sewing. It is presumed that sewing was started 
by the prehistoric man when he joined together the leaves, 
grasses, flower to cover his body. The precise history of 
embroidery is obscure due to the perishable nature of textiles. 
But information regarding this art can be gathered from 
historical records, statues, paintings, archaeological findings 
etc1. 
 
Embroidery is that means of ornamentation which gives 
elegance and grace to a piece of clothing. It is an art of beautiful 
drawing, harmonious color and elaborate needle skill. The 
embroideries in India are many and varied.  According to 
Mehta2 embroidery also incorporates materials other than 
threads to make the garments more beautiful like metal strips, 
sequins, pearls and beads etc. It is an art described as painting 
by needle. 
 
Objectives: i. To know the type of embroideries popular among 
ladies. ii. To know their preferences about various embroidery 
patterns, motifs, material and threads used in embroideries. 
 
Methodology 
The study was conducted in Jalandhar city. A sample of 30 
embroiderers was taken and they were contacted personally to 
know the preferences of their customers (women) regarding 

embroidery and its various features on women’s wear. An 
interview schedule was prepared to collect the required 
information. Collected data was tabulated and analyzed. To 
analyze the data scoring and ranking was done. Highest score 
was given to the most preferred feature and lowest to the least 
preferred. Then theses scores were summed and the first rank 
was given to the highest score and so on in decreasing order. 
 
Results and Discussion 
It is clear from table-1 that machine embroidery (18 
respondents) was the most preferred mode of embroidery 
followed by hand embroidery (8 respondents) and machine 
embroidery (4 respondents). 

 
Table-1 

Distribution of respondents according to their response for 
mode of embroidery. n-30 

Mode of embroidery No. of 
respondents %age 

Hand embroidery 8 26.6% 

Machine embroidery 4 13.3% 

Machine embroidery With hand 
work 18 60% 

 
It was found that (table-2) Bel was the most preferred 
embroidery pattern with score-94. Second preferred embroidery 
pattern was border (score- 76) whereas Buti and Jaal both were 
at third rank with score-65. 
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Table-2 
Distribution of respondents according to their response for 

different embroidery patterns. n-30 
Embroidery 

patterns 
Order of preference 

Score Rank 
1 2 3 4 

Buti 4 6 11 9 65 III 
Bel 14 6 10 - 94 I 
Jaal 4 8 7 11 65 III 

Border 8 10 2 10 76 II 
 

Table-3 
Distribution of respondents according to their response for 

type of embroidery motifs. n-30 
Embroidery 

motifs 
Order of preference 

Score Rank 
1 2 3 

Floral motif 16 10 4 102 I 
Bird motif 3 10 17 76 III 

Geometrical 
motif 11 10 9 92 II 

 
It is evident from table-3 that floral motif was the most 
preferred embroidery motif with score-102. Second preference 
was given to geometrical motif (score-92) and third preferred 
motif was bird motif with score-76. Kamboj3 also found that in 
embroidery of Kutch, designs were basically adapted from 
nature with floral motifs being used in abundance. Dhaliwal4 

conducted a study on Zardozi work of Agra and observed that 
commonly used motifs were birds, animals and floral motifs. 
Kaur5 conducted study on development of new designs of 
Sindhi embroidery and concluded that majority of respondents 
preferred diamond and stylized peacock motifs for dupatta and 
for salwar kameez peacock, diamond and leaf motifs were 
preferred. 
 
As far as embroidery threads are concerned (table-4) first rank 
was given to cotton threads (score-68) followed by silk threads 
at second rank (score-59) and metallic threads at third rank 
(score-53). Bhargava6 and Mathur also observed that in the 
Barmer embroidery of rajasthan, untwisted cotton and silk 
threads are used. Grewal7 and Grewal conducted study on 
Himachal embroidery and concluded that the thread used for 
this embroidery is untwisted silk floss which is also known as 
patt. Singla8 also found that cotton was the most preferred 
thread for adapting the Kasuti embroidery to contemporary use. 
Kashyap9, Ojha and Soni observed that in Danke- Ka- Kaam  of 
Udaipur gold polished silver wire was used along with danka 
and danka was tucked on to the fabric surface by using the 
cotton thread. 
 
It was observed in table-5 that out of different sources of 
embroidery designs, embroidery samples got the maximum 

score (S-96) Whereas design magazines were at second rank 
followed by tracings (S-69) and ladies’ own designs (S-42). 
Hedge10 also found that fashion magazines and journals are one 
of the most important form of media in educating people about 
embroidery. 

 
Table-4 

Distribution of respondents according to their response for 
different embroidery threads. n-30 

Embroidery 
threads 

Order of 
preference Score Rank 

1 2 3 
Cotton thread 15 8 7 68 I 

Silk thread 7 15 8 59 II 
Metallic thread 8 7 15 53 III 

 
Table-5 

Distribution of respondents according to their response for 
different sources of embroidery designs. n-30 

Sources of 
Embroidery 

designs 

Order of preference 
Score Rank 

1 2 3 4 

Tracing 5 5 14 6 69 III 
Design 

magazines 10 14 5 1 93 II 

Embroidery 
Samples 15 8 5 2 96 I 

Ladies’ own 
designs - 3 6 12 42 IV 

 
In case of various materials used in embroidery (table-6), 
sequins were the most preferred material with score 225, 
followed by stones (score-212).  Kundan was at third rank (S-
178), beads and mirrors were at fourth and fifth rank 
respectively. The least preferred material was shells at rank 
tenth with score- 51. 
 
Conclusion 
After discussing the results of this study we can say that among 
the mode of embroidery, first preference was given to machine 
embroidery with hand work followed by only machine 
embroidery. In case of embroidery patterns Bel got the maximum 
score (94) followed by border (76). Regarding type of embroidery 
motifs most of the respondents preferred floral motifs; second 
preference was given to geometrical motifs followed by bird 
motifs. Among type of threads first rank was given to cotton 
threads (score-68) followed by silken threads at second rank 
(score-59). As far as sources of designs are concerned embroidery 
samples got the maximum score (S-96) whereas design 
magazines were at second rank. In case of different materials used 
in embroidery sequins were the most preferred material with 
score 225, followed by stones (score-212). 
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Table-6 
Distribution of respondents according to their response for different materials used in embroidery. n-30 

Material 
Order of preference 

Score Rank 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Sequins 70 45 32 35 12 10 12 9 - - 225 I 

Stones 40 54 40 21 30 15 4 6 2 - 212 II 

Mirror 30 45 32 21 6 15 8 6 4 1 168 V 

Beads 20 27 48 35 12 15 12 3 - - 172 IV 

Gota 10 27 24 21 12 5 8 9 6 3 125 VIII 

Gota patti 20 36 16 14 36 15 12 - - - 149 VI 

Kundan 70 9 24 21 12 20 16 6 - - 178 III 

Dabka 20 18 16 21 12 25 - - 8 1 121 IX 

Ribbon 20 9 8 14 30 20 16 12 12 - 141 VII 

Shells - - - 7 18 10 8 - 6 2 51 X 
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